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SUBJECT: LOCAL PRESS PLAY ON PRESIDENTIAL CONSTITUTION 
DAY SPEECH 

REF: SEOUL 4071 

1. DISPLACING OTHER IMPORTANT AND NEWSWORTHY ITEMS, 
PRESIDENT PARK CHUNG HEE’S JULY 16 WAR COLLEGE GRADUATION 
SPEECH AND HIS JULY 17 CONSTITUTION DAY ADDRESS EMPHASIZING 
THE NORTH KOREAN THREAT TO KOREAN DEMOCRACY MADE MAJOR 
HEADLINES IN LOCAL PRESS. 

2. PARK WAS QUOTED BY GOVERNMENT OWNED KOREAN HERALD 
AS SAYING AT WAR COLLEGE THAT SITUATION ON KOREAN 
PENINSULA MUST BE DESCRIBED AS A "STATE OF WAR, NOT A 
SEMISTATE OF WAR." HE CHARGED NORTH KOREA AS DESPERATELY 
BENT ON VIOLENT REVOLUTION AND SAID ROK WAS "UNDERGOING 
THE MOST DIFFICULT TRIAL IN ITS 5,000 YEAR HISTORY." 

3. ON JULY 17 BOTH PARK AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SPEAKER 
CHUNG IL-KWON IN HIS OWN HOLIDAY ADDRESS ALSO 
EMPHASIZED THEME THAT ANTI-COMMUNISM IS STILL CENTRAL 
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REUNIFICATION THROUGH GRADUAL AND PEACEFUL CONTACT. 

WHILE CHUNG STRESSED TIGHTENED NATIONAL UNITY. PARK 
REPEATED THEME THAT DEMOCRACY MUST BE "FLEXIBLE" AND 
ADAPT TO MEET KOREAN REALITIES AND THAT PEACE IS 
PREREQUISITE TO UNIFICATION. 

4. STORIES ON PARK'S SPEECHES OVERSHADOWED 

OTHER FRONT PAGE STORIES SUCH AS BEGINNING OF FORMER 
ROK PRESIDENT YUN PO-SUN'S TRIAL, THE REUTER S REPORT 
ON U.S. REACTION TO COURT MARTIAL TRIALS IN GENERAL, 

AND TOKYO'S POSITION ON TRIAL OF TWO IAPANESE NATIONALS. 

5. COMMENT: THESE STATEMENTS ARE MORE GENERAL 

THAN THE SEVERAL PREVIOUS STATEMENTS ON THEME OF NORTH 
KOREAN THREAT WHICH PRESIDENT HAS MADE THIS YEAR. THEY 
DO NOT FOR EXAMPLE MAKE THE SOMEWHAT EXAGGERATED CLAIMS 
ABOUT THE NORTH'S MILITARY BUILD-UP. NONETHELESS, THEY 
ARE STRONG STATEMENTS WHICH MAINTAIN THE HIGH PITCH OF 
CONCERN ABOUT DPRK BEING EXPRESSED BY THE GOVERNMENT THESE DAYS. 
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